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OPENING REMARK
Contributing to peacebuilding through 




　Today, we are able to hold this great symposium commemorating 
the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the Soka University Peace 
Research Institute and the establishment of the Global Core Center. 
I would like to express my gratitude to all of you for taking time from 
your busy weekend schedule to participate in this symposium. Thank 
you. 
　The Soka University Peace Research Institute was established on 
April 1, 1976, based on the concept of “Be a fortress for the peace of 
humankind,” which is one of the three founding principles, for the 
purpose of contributing to the establishment of a peaceful society 
and the improvement of human welfare by conducting surveys and 
research on the various problems related to the achievement of 
peace. 
　In an article by Dr. Daisaku Ikeda (the founder of the university), 
titled Peace Guidelines toward the 21st Century, which appeared 
in Soka University Peace Research (created by the institute in 1979), Dr. 
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Ikeda pointed out that nuclear weapons are symbolic of the negative 
aspects of modern Western civilization. Dr. Ikeda also wrote that 
Western civilization makes people into “a means” and neglects their 
intrinsic value, and he argued that the drive to eliminate nuclear 
weapons is equivalent to revitalizing humanism toward present-day 
civilization. The institute has thus been working on the elimination 
of nuclear weapons as an important topic, and held an academic 
symposium in 1981, titled “Crisis of Nuclear War and the Conditions 
for Human Survival.” 
　In addition, the Pacific Basin Research Project was launched in 
1984, and The Security of the Pacific Basin Countries and the Role of Japan was 
published in the same year. Since then, the institute has worked on 
initiatives aimed at striving for the peace and development of the 
Asia Pacific region, such as by holding Pacific Basin Symposiums for 
over 10 years.
　In addition to our university, other involved countries and 
organizations have been working in various ways toward peace and 
development in Asia. However, in the midst of an ever-changing 
international society, we have yet to succeed in creating a stable 
and peaceful community in Asia. Rather, in recent years, the 
conflicts of interests among concerned countries have become more 
pronounced, and furthermore, situations are arising in which even 
military incidents may occur.
　Northeast Asia, which is the focus of this symposium, is an area 
consisting of Japan, South Korea, North Korea, China, and other 
countries, but the populations, GDPs, industrial capacities, and 
military capacities of the three countries of Japan, South Korea, and 
China are all too big. It is obvious that such big “powers” being in 
an adversarial relationship is the most critical issue not only for the 
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region but also for stability and peace around the world.
　Also, the fact that it is the most critical issue means that it is 
not easy to solve. However, we decided to hold this symposium 
because we wanted to contribute to solving this difficult issue, if only 
just a little, by using the valuable assets of the experience gained 
through the initiatives that our university has been working on over 
the years along with the wide intellectual network that we have 
created. Moreover, I believe that today we have been able to invite 
researchers who are capable of discussing this difficult issue. 
　Today, we are able to welcome Professor Kevin Clements, an 
international scholar of Peace Studies who holds the position of 
Secretary General of the International Peace Research Association 
and other positions, along with Professor Jung Kim and Professor Su-
Hoon Lee from the Institute for Far East Studies (IFES) at Kyungnam 
University in Korea, which is regarded as one of the top institutes 
around the world for studies regarding the Korean Peninsula. 
　Professor Clements is a long-time friend of university founder Dr. 
Ikeda, and he has kindly provided a great deal of cooperation for our 
research and educational activities. Professor Clements participated 
in this symposium as a visiting professor at the Soka University Peace 
Research Institute. 
　The exchanges with Kyungnam University have increased rapidly 
since 2015, when the University of North Korean Studies invited Dr. 
Ikeda to be a distinguished professor, and the same year, Kyungnam 
University granted an honorary doctorate to Dr. Ikeda. Thanks in 
part to a proposal by Kyungnam University President Jae-kyu Park, 
in addition to student exchanges, Soka University and Kyungnam 
University are currently promoting cooperation for the development 
of peace studies mainly at the Institute for Far East Studies and at the 
16
Peace Research Institute. 
　Last year, we were invited to “Korea Global Forum 2015: 70 Years 
of Division: Past, Present, and Future on the Korean Peninsula,” 
held under the excellent leadership exercised by President Park. 
Furthermore, this year, we were able to invite to this symposium up-
and-coming researchers from the Institute for Far East Studies, which 
will be a milestone for the development of the Soka University's 
research system. I am very happy to see that the exchanges between 
the two universities are now truly developing, and I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude to all parties involved. 
　Soka University has been forming its Grand Design as we approach 
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the university, including how 
we can realize the spirit of the founding principles in the real world. 
We have reached the conclusion that “training global citizens that 
can establish peace and a sustainable international society” is the 
mission of our university, which aims to become the top educational 
institution in human education, and we have started to lay the 
groundwork for an educational system that will train “global citizens.” 
These initiatives were selected into the Top Global University 
Project of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology, and we are currently enhancing our educational system. 
　The central organization that will promote the “Program to educate 
global citizens that can lead the way to peace and sustainable 
prosperity” is the Global Core Center, which will open later this 
year. Going forward, the center will promote research and exchange 
programs in the fields of “peace,”“development,”“the environment” 
and “human rights,” all of which are based on universal humanism 
that pursues dignity for the lives of all people. This direction strongly 
resonates with the concept of Human Security “to protect the vital 
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core of all human lives in ways that enhance human freedoms and 
human fulfillment,” and this is why Human Security was incorporated 
into the overall theme of this symposium. 
　In the Northeast Asia region, actual battles for survival between 
opposing groups are occurring on various levels. However, I believe 
that this symposium will definitely help overcome such difficulties 
and find ways to “enhance human freedoms and human fulfillment 
for all people.”
　Once again, I would like to express my gratitude to all of you here 
today, including the guest panelists, for attending this symposium. 
Thank you.
